Shree Brahmakshar Prakash 


OH 

THE HINDI SHORTHAND MANUAL 

BEING 

A PRACTICAL AND UP-TO-DATE SYSTEM 
OP SHORTHAND ADAPTED FROM 
SIR ISAAC PITMAN’S SYSTEM 

DEVELOPED BY 

RADHELAL TRIVEDI, 

SHORTHAND REPORTER, 

UNITED PROVINCES POLICE. 


All rights reserved. 


First Edition "I 
500 Copies, j 


Price 2/8« 



Printed by Khwaja Saddiq Hussain at the Agra Akhbar Press* 
Agra and published by the author. 





PREFACE. 

Since I qualified myself in Urdu Shorthand in the 
Lucknow Christian School of Commerce, I always experi¬ 
enced some difficulty in following speakers using a large 
number of Sanskrit words. Consequently I set about to 
adapt the Isaac Pitman System of shorthand to the Hindi 
Language. In the following pages the results of ray 
study and practical experience are laid down and I trust 
that by going carefully through them a shorthand writer 
will feel no difficulty in following a speech studded with a 
large number of Sanskrit words and quotations from 
Sanskrit Scriptures. 

I take this opportunity of expressing my gratitude to 
Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons, Ltd. Bath, England, for 
their kind permission to let me use their shorthand signs, 
portions and extracts from their Copy right Text books 
for the purposes of this book. 

All through the book I have kept one object in view’ 
i.e., the students, working on the Pitman system either 
in English or Urdu, may find it easy to pick up Hindi 
shorthand with the least possible delay. 

I have taken the liberty to introduce the views of my 
dear father Pandit Jwala Pershad Trivedi, that every 
thing in the world is an evolution of Om and I trust the 
readers will find them interesting and insti’uctive. 

Needless to add that this system has been worked by 
me for several years and I have not only found it useful 
but efficient and reliable. 

Agra, 

38 th April 1925 . 




RADHELAL TRIVEDI. 



A lote on the System of Hindi Shorthand. 

This work is an improvement on the system of Urdu 
shorthand which suffers from a defective vernmala 
having sometimes several characters for similar sounds 
in Hindustani—it has got separate characters to repre¬ 
sent kha (***) kha (^) ga (<-_?) gha (£) ja (c) za (5) and 
again za (5) pha (<•*;) fa ('-») while there are no charac¬ 
ters for some of the most important sounds e.g., sya 
(^t) shya (srt) swa shwa (y?) vaya (^nrr) yawa (*T3) 
gya (ir) ksha (g) mam (tf) which so frequently occur in 
Hindustani. It has also an / hook, although there are only 
a few words having / at,.|heir end. The grammalogues, 
too, in Urdu shorthand, do not contain all the words for 
which logograms ought to have been provided e.g., there 
are no logograms for aiye (<j!) vyakhyan ^>) 

Chanda, (*•*•*■»•) deputation (jAjj khandan 
Mandli Sabhapati l 4*-) honorary 

volunteer lecture resolution (. 

angrez angrezi (^^-M), etc., although there 

have been included a number of grammalogues seldom 
used in speech e.g., fizamanna (u^Uj J^i) chande 
(*.**■*■) raadude chand ) janaba 

filbadih etc. 

The fourteen fundamental characters of this system 
represented by the seven sutras and their shorthand 
equivalents (page 11) enable the student at once to 
master the •oyanjans of Hindi shorthand. This coupled 
with the knowledge of sways (pages 18 and 30) is suffi¬ 
cient to enable any student of ordinary intelligence to 
write shorthand correctly at the rate of 8o words per 
minute. 

THe further chapters on circles, loop, hooks, halving 
and doubling principles then become an easy study on 
account of the interest in the subject the student begins 
to feel on his every day-progress and after finishing the 



( 2 ) 


chapters on Prefixes, Suffixes, Grammalogues, Contrac¬ 
tions and Phraseography he should feel no difficulty in 
taking down any speech at the rate of 150 words per 
minute. 

The grammalogues of this system have been selected 
from among the words most frequently used in speech 
and the outlines of which are tedious; so that by 

memorizing them a student has a great advantage when 
he has to take down a lecture in vernacular. 

The adoption of the ya hook instead of the / has 
given simple outlines for a large number of words 
having ya sound at their end. 

The elimination of unnecessary characters and the 
introduction of important ones has enabled the system 
correctly to record all sounds ©ccurring either in Hindi 
or Urdu. 

Among the most important improvements, not found 
in Urdu Shorthand and which have contributed to make 
the outlines of this system more simple and easy than 
those of the Urdu Shorthand, may be mentioned ; the 
adoption of the Hindi system of teaching vyanjans and 
swars, the joining of the dipthongs (pages 30, 31) the 
joining of the termination wat, the introduction of the 
triphone and the adoption of the ya hook instead of the 
little used /. All these improvements and various other 
devices adopted from the Pitman’s system have greatly 
simplified the study of this system and given it a 
decidedly higher place than any other rival system either 
in Hindi or Urdu. 

The opinions of a number of competent authorities 
on Shorthand as well as on the Hindi and Sanskrit 
Literatures given in the end are enough to prove th<f 
great usefulness of this book. 

RADHE LAL TR1VEDI, 
Shorthand Reporter, 
United Provinces Police. 

Allahabad. 

Dated the 23rd September , 1Q2$, 
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SENATE HOUSE. 

Allahabad, 14 th August, 1925. 

I have looked over Pt. Radhe Lai Trivedi’s Hindi 
Shorthand. Not being an expert in shorthand myself. 

I am not competent to judge of the soundness or other¬ 
wise of this system. But so much one feels sure in assert¬ 
ing that the work is an attempt in the right direction ; 
and if it is, as I am assured, on the lines of Pitman. I 
am sure it will prove a success. 1 hope the public man 
interested in Hindi will give the system a trial. 

(Sd.) GANGANATH JHA, 

V ice-Chancellor, 

University of Allahabad. 

THE UNIVERSITY OF ALLAHABAD. 

Dated 3rd October, 1925. 

I have gone through Pt. Radhe Lai’s book on Hindi 
Shorthand. The book seems to ine a move in the right 
direction and as such it deserves all encouragement 
at the hands of those who want to see progress in the 
Hindi language. Though the author has attempted to 
follow Pitman’s method, he has not hesitated to intro¬ 
duce changes and improvements where these have been 
found necessary by the special circumstances of the 
Hindi language. This book, in my opinion, should be 
kept in the libraries of all schools and colleges especially 
those connected with the teaching of Commerce. The 
author also deserves every support from the State for his 
laudable attempt. 

(Sd.) M. K. GHOSH, 

Header in Commerce, 
University of Allahabad. 

ECONOMICS DEPARTMENT. 

University of Allahabad. 

Dated 27th September, 1925. 

Dear Mr. Radhe Lai, 

1 have gone through your admirable book on Hindi 
Shorthand. Your system of elucidating the various signs 
and the method of memorising them can be easily 
grasped by the students of ordinary intelligence. You 
have done well in the selection of your Circles, hooks and 
the grammalogues. The system could in my opinion be 
easily extended to other Indian Vernaculars and I would 
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Marathi and Guzrati also as it will provide an easy 
system of Shorthand much wanted in these languages. I 
appreciate your simple exposition of this intricate subject 
and regard it an easier study than even the English 
system. 

I congratulate you on your success and wish your 
system a wide welcome amongst the educated men and 
women of this country. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) R. C. CHOWDHRI, M. Sc., 
Lecturer in Commerce, 
University of Allahabad . 


No. 48/62(a) BAREILLY COLLEGE, 

Bareilly, Dated 24th August, 1925. 
Radhe Lai Trivedi, Esq., 

389, Colonelganj, Allahabad, 

P. O. Katra. 

Dear Sir, 

I have to thank you for the presentation copy of your 
Hindi Shorthand Manual and I have pleasure in enclos¬ 
ing the report of our Senior Lecturer in Commerce, Mr. 
Dina Nath Handa, B. Com., upon the book. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Sd.) F. J. FIELDON, 

Enclo : one. Principal. 


Report. 

The book is a good attempt to adopt the Pitman’s 
Shorthand System to Hindi language. Certain charac¬ 
ters and devices have very advantageously been adopted 
for peculiar sounds occurring in Hindi only. The devices 
for representing aspirate and frequently occurring Hindi 
termination, (wat) are really very simple and provide easy 
and natural outlines for a large number of important 
Hindi words. 

The first few pages of the book could quite safely be 
omitted without materially a$ecting in any way the real 
subject of the book. They may rather prove confusing 
for a beginner who is not quite familiar with the difficult 
problems of Hindu Philosophy. 

With a better printing and better general get up the 
book deserves a warm reception by those who wish to 
follow the Pitman’s system for taking notes of Hindi 
speeches and other matter. 

(Sd.) D,N. HANDA, 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF ALLAHABAD. 

Dated 30th July, 1925, 

Dear Mr. Trivedi, 

I went through your admirable book on Hindi Short¬ 
hand. The system followed by you appears to be a 
sound one and as it has been adopted from the standard 
English system of Pitman, its practical utility may be 
taken as guaranteed. 

I am very glad to find that you thought it lit to bene¬ 
fit your own language by the experience gained by you 
in your professional duties as an Urdu Shorthand writer, 
which fact makes your contribution still more reliable. 

I trust that the Hindi public press and institutions 
would welcome your book, which should prove of very 
great benefit to them. 

I would have preferred to drop the introduction 
which is rather out of place in a scientific treatise like 
this. The title of the book could perhaps be made more 
accurate. 

Thanking you once more for the copy of the book so 
kindly presented. I am, 

Yours sincerelv, 

(Sd.) DHIRENDRA VARMA, 

—-Lecturer in Hindi, 

PARTABGARH (OUDH.) 

Dated 10th June, 1925. 

Dear Radhe Lai, 

I was very pleased to receive your letter of 28th May, 
and the Sri Brahmakshar Prakash. It was so kind of 
you to think of sending me the book. I congratulate 
you on your authorship. I am sure the book will prove 
very useful in the advancement of Hindi knowledge and 
will supply a long felt want. 

I trust you are prospering. 

Yours truly, 

(Sd.) CHAKRA DHAR JAYAL, (B A., R.B.) 

(OFFICIATING SlJl'DT. OF POLICE, 

now Home Member Tehri State.) 

ORIENTAL DEPARTMENT. 

Hindi Shorthand Manual by Pandit Radhey Lai Tri¬ 
vedi, is a laudable attempt to introduce a very useful 
system concerning Hindi language. Only the expert 
would be able to judge the technical merits of treatise 
like this but to every body dealing with Hindi language 
and literature it would be very useful. Pandit Tirvedi’s 
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system deserves a fair trial in our commercial schools and 
other institutions. This should be one of the nation¬ 
building-works, for the introduction of which Pandit 
Trivedi deserves all credit. • 

(Sd.) P. K. ACHARYA, I.E.S., 

Head of the Oriental Department, 
Allahabad : Allahabad University. 

Dated 21st August, 1925.- 

SANSKRIT DEPARTMENT. 

University of Allahabad. 

Dear Sir, Dated 30th July, 1925. 

I am obliged to you for a copy of your ‘ Shri Brah- 
makshar Prakash ’ or the Hindi Shorthand Manual. I 
have looked through the book cursorily and my impres¬ 
sion is that any person endowed with an ordinary 
memory and intelligence can learn Hindi Shorthand with 
the help of your book. You have done well in adopting 
the standard signs of Pitman’s since our shorthand re¬ 
porters of English also may thereby learn the Hindi 
system with considerable ease. You have surely render¬ 
ed a great service to the Hindi knowing public which 
I trust, will fully appreciate your endeavour. 

Yours trulv, 

(Sd.) B. R. SAKSENA, 

To Lecturer in Sanskrit. 

Pt. Radhe Lai Trivedi, 

Shorthand Reporter, 

U. P. Police Service. 

From - 

The Editor, Allahabad. 

Jaina Hostel Magazine. August 29th, 1925. 
Dear Mr. Radhe Lai, 

As an old student of shorthand I have read your book 
Shri Brahmakshar Prakash with great interest. I look 
upon it as the first successful attempt to introduce a com¬ 
plete system of Hindi shorthand on such simple lines 
and it is a matter for congratulation that you have been 
able to follow the Pitman method so widely recognised in 
English. I have no doubt that students of English short¬ 
hand will find it so easy to learn the art in Hindi and it 
will also be helpful to them in their practice of shorthand 
in English. Your adoption of the various special char¬ 
acters, the circles, hooks and the various other devices 
are well suited to the special requirements of Hindi. 1 
trust that a Student of your system will not only write 
Hindi with speed and accuracy but will after some effort 
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write Sanskrit and other allied languages as well. 1 do 
hope that Hindi shorthand will place Hindi on level with 
the most advanced languages of the world by the ease of 
quick writing, as the Hindi Typewriting is already 
attracting attention. 

I think that a book like yours should certainly find 
a place in the Library of every school and College where 
Hindi is taught and steps should be taken by public 
bodies to train Hindi knowing men in this system. It 
will be a public misfortune, if your most laudable attempt 
in Hindi shorthand does not receive the encouragement 
which it deserves. 

(Sd.) L. C, JAIN, M.A., LL.B., F.E.S. (London.) 

Lecturer in Economics, 
University of Allahabad. 


TRIVEDl’S CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
ALIGARH CITY, U. P. (INDIA.) 

Department : Champ,er Library. 

K. L. Trivedi, G. I. A. C. Aligarh : 

Principal. 31st May, 1925. 

Ref. No. 284. 

My dear Pt. R. L. Trivedi, 

Police Reporter, Agra. 

(Ref. your letter dated 27-5-25.) 

It has given me much pleasure to see that you have 
b:en successful in preparing a complete booklet on Hindi 
Shorthand. By your valuable compilation, you have 
undoubtedly removed the long felt want of the Hindi 
knowing public. 

I have come to see many other publications on the 
subject, but yours seems to have surpassed the others so 
far existed. The peculiarity in your sjstem of shorthand 
is that you have based it on the universal system of 
Pitman which is generally read and studied in India and 
other foreign countries of the world. 

English knowing public, who had till now disgusfed 
with other kinds of shorthand for Vernacular Reporting 
would now highly appreciate your hard labour when they 
will have to face a-Vernacular Speaker giving his ora¬ 
tions mingled with Urdu and English words of daily use. 

In short, you have made it very easy and worth inter¬ 
esting. Instead of a drudgery it will now prove a luxury 
to study Hindi shorthand with the help of your book. I 
am sure, it will be of immense value to those who are 
serving in the Detective Branch of the Police Line. 
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You will be glad to learn that I have decided to in¬ 
troduce your “ Shri Brahmakshar Prakash ”, which I 
received from you as a presentation copy, in our institu¬ 
tion for the good of the Hindi students, who have been 
studying the Hindi shorthand here for a long time based 
on the “Hindi Rekhaksher” prepared by a teacher in the 
Ilarish Chandra High School, at Benares. 

The presentation copy is kept in the Chamber Library 
for general use of the public and the students alike. 

With many thanks for the copy received. 

Yours sincerel}', 

(Sd.) K. L. TRIVEDI, G. I. A. C. 


THE BELVEDERE PRINTING WORKS, Allahabad. 
The Editor, “ Manorama.” 

Shri Brahmakshar Prakash by Pandit Radhe Lai 
Trivedi, is a valuable treatise on shorthand in Hindi. A 
perusal of the pages of this book will convince the reader 
of the great pains that the author has taken in doing the 
one thing that was most needed at the present time in 
Hindi Journalism when there is a welcome increase in the 
number of our dailies and weeklies. The fact that this 
work has been developed on the lines of Pitman’s system 
is sufficient to reassure the reader of its reliability and 
practical usefulness. I, a Hindi Journalist myself, feel 
tempted to learn Mr. Trivedi’s shorthand. 

I congratulate Mr. Trivedi on his successfully meet¬ 
ing a want which was long felt by Hindi workers. 

(Sd.) GIRJA DUTT SHUKLA, B.A. ,“ Gireesii ” 
Reed : 12-9-25. {Late) Editor “ Manorama .” 

St. JOHN’S COLLEGE COMMERCIAL TRAINING 
INSTITUTE, AGRA. 

Dear Mr. Trivedi, 11th September, 1925. 

I have gone through your Hindi Shorthand Manual 
named “ Shri Brahmakshar Prakash ” and find it quite 
complete as far as Hindi Sounds are concerned. I think 
the general public will appreciate your labour and will 
suitably recompense you for the trouble. 

Fortunately I myself am a Hindi student so could 
follow your instructions nicely. I heartily congratulate 
you and say “ bravo ” as 1 myself am one of your fellow 
alumnus of 1898 class. Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) E. SHIPLEY, 

• _ Actg : Superinte ndent & Head Instructor. 

Printed'bv M. Khalu.dd din at the Georae Town Printing Works, Allahabad. 
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